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CPC Comments Administration’s Edits Administration Follow-Up 
(No Edits) 

Scenic Escarpment Streets 

 Single loaded roads are a valuable 
community asset that provides both visual 
and physical access for the public to the 
natural amenities and open space network. 

 A metric for the provision of single loaded 
roads should be indicated but one that 
balances the interests of both the public 
and landowners 

 Consider policy that is flexible and focusses 
on the quality of the public open space. 

 

 Section 4.2 Escarpment Green Corridor & 
5.7 Scenic Escarpment Street – Policies 
relating to the provision of single loaded 
roads were revised initially from a minimum 
70%, 50%, 40% to 35% then to a target of 
35% (combination of single loaded roads, 
public entry points, retail frontages, public 
parks).  

 Additional policy was added indicating that 
each Outline Plan/Land Use Amendment 
application includes a table and supporting 
rationale indicating how the intent of this 
section and the target (35%) may or may 
not be achieved.  

 Section 4.2 revised to Section 4.3, and 
Section 5.7 removed and policies 
removed/consolidated under Section 4.3.  

 
N/A 

Multi-residential Parcel Size 

 Policies should be flexible, rather than 
prescriptive, with focus on quality 
outcomes. 

 

 Section 3.4 – Policies were revised, 
deleting the maximum 1.0 hectare parcel 
size requirement, and updating the urban 
design policies to reflect quality outcome-
based solutions while accommodating 
development flexibility. 

 
N/A 
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Growth Management Overlay 

 Consider having Council remove the 
Growth Management Overlay. 

 

 
N/A 

 
Removal of the Growth 
Management Overly is within 
Council’s purview. Opportunity 
for new community growth 
decisions will be considered at 
One Calgary’s mid-cycle 
budget adjustment process in 
March 2020. 

Environmental Open Space  

 No discussion occurred on this issue and 
therefore no comments were provided by 
CPC members. 

 Landowners requested removal of the 
Environmental Open Space (EOS) Study 
Area policies in Section 4.4.2 and 6.3.9 
regarding retention of the Bow River valley 
escarpment and providing environmental 
setbacks from water bodes and slopes. 
They indicated that the policies were 
prescriptive and restrictive, given that 
further analysis of the EOS Study Area is 
required to determine its developability. 

 

 Section 4.4.2 and 6.3.9 – Policies were 
revised to provide more clarity on intent and 
implementation. 

 
N/A 
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Ricardo Ranch Area Structure Plan 
 

Engagement Summary Report  
 

City-led engagement overview 

The City-led engagement strategy was developed to facilitate multiple touch points and ensure 
inclusivity for all who wanted to provide input and learn about the project. Both in-person and 
online opportunities were offered for the general public to get involved and provide input in the 
project. Targeted stakeholder engagement was also undertaken in the drafting of the policy 
document. Over 80 individual meetings were held with these groups in addition to stakeholders 
being offered the opportunity to review and comment on the draft area structure plan document.  

Stakeholders that we engaged with included; general public, Government of Alberta, Foothills 
County, various environmental groups and land trusts, special interest groups, impacted and 
adjacent landowners, school boards, adjacent community associations and Ward 12 Council 
office.   

Feedback collected from all stakeholders was used by The City to further analyze and refine the 
proposed land use concepts and develop policy direction.  

What we heard/ what we did  

Citizens provided a diversity of comments through the engagement program and circulation 
process. The main themes identified are highlighted in the chart below including a response in 
how this feedback was addressed by The City to inform the final policy document.  

What we heard (Issue or opportunity 
identified)  

What changes were made and/or 
response to the issue identified   

Citizens expressed a strong desire for 
making it a destination for all of Calgary as a 
day use area. Some specifically asked for 
direct road access to the day use space, 
similar to Fish Creek Park. 

A Bow River Access Site and Day Use Area 
has been identified in The Plan’s proposed 
Land Use Concept to provide opportunities 
for social, recreational, economic and 
environmental sustainability. 

Citizens saw great value in the day use areas 
and the pathway connections. There was a 
desire for more day use areas, a boat launch 
and off leash dog area. 

The Plan encourages opportunities to explore 
access to the bow River for watercraft launch 
and egress. Safe, public access for all users 
to day use areas is to be accommodated. 

Citizens had mixed views about retail, 
specifically given the proximity to Seton. 
Some did see the need for more retail 
whereas others wanted to see it limited.  

Local commercial, retail uses are identified 
within the higher intensity Neighbourhood 
Activity Centres for three of the four 
Neighbourhoods. 
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What we heard (Issue or opportunity 
identified)  

What changes were made and/or 
response to the issue identified   

Overall there was a strong support of the 
pathway network. 

Regional pathways and continuous green 
corridors are proposed, both along the 
escarpment and within the Bow River valley, 
to support the open space network. 

No development or preservation of the lands 
within the Bow River valley. 

Environmentally significant natural areas 
have been identified within the Bow River 
valley and have an Environmental Open 
Space Study Area overlay included until 
further studies are undertaken to determine 
preservation or developability of the lands. 
Policies have been included, should 
development occur in the river valley, it 
should be sensitive and slope-adaptive. 

 

Detailed engagement program results:  

• Stakeholder Visioning Workshop, Thursday, February 22, 2018 
• Public Open house, Wednesday, June 20, 2018, Cranston Residents Association.  

o 31 people attend this session and received 97 comments.  
• Online survey from Jun 20 – July 8, 2018 

o 6,620 unique visitors to the webpage and received 141 individual comments. 
• Landowner meetings 

o 80 plus meetings held throughout the project. 
• Government of Alberta 

o 3 meetings with Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) to discuss: Crown Land, 
Boat Launch, Heron Rookery, Flooding. 

• Foothills County 
o  5 meetings held to review concepts and the draft policy document. 

• Other key stakeholders 
o Over 40 stakeholders were circulated the draft policy in September 2018 and 4 

responses were received.  

Full engagement reports  

The What We Heard Reports with verbatim comments can be found here 
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https://calgary.ca/engage/Documents/Ricardo_RanchASP/RRASP_WWHR_Final.pdf
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Indigenous Engagement Summary Report  
 

City-facilitated engagement overview 

Voluntary Indigenous engagement was undertaken with the Traditional Knowledge Keepers 
from the Treaty 7 Nations (including the Blackfoot Confederacy – comprising the Siksika, 
Piikani, and Kainai First Nations, as well as the Tsuut’ina First Nation, and the Stoney Nakoda – 
comprising the Chiniki, Bearspaw, and Wesley First Nations), the Métis Nation of Alberta, 
Region 3, and urban Indigenous communities. The engagement sessions took place from 
March 2019 to June 2019.   
 
Indigenous engagement is aligned with the Council approved Indigenous Policy (April 2017) in 
advancing the commitment towards truth, reconciliation, and improving relations between The 
City and Indigenous communities.  The purpose of the Indigenous engagement process was to 
allow Administration and the landowner group to actively listen, learn and receive guidance in 
the planning and decision-making in an effort to build a shared pathway forward as a city, and 
create communities that are truly equitable and inclusive. 
  
A series of engagement sessions were held with the Traditional Knowledge Keepers from the 
Treaty 7 and Métis Nations, Administration and the landowner group including Brookfield, 
Genesis and Sandy Soutzo. Feedback collected was used by The City to develop policies for 
the Ricardo Ranch Area Structure Plan (ASP).  The ideas contained in the policy are 
encouraged to be implemented into the open space network within and adjacent to the Bow 
River valley within the Plan Area.  It is recommended that further voluntary Indigenous 
engagement be undertaken to refine the specific ideas to ensure collaborative implementation in 
respectful, authentic and appropriate ways.  

What we heard  

The main themes identified are highlighted in the chart below.  

What we heard (Ideas identified)  Ricardo Ranch Area Structure 
Plan – Proposed Indigenous 
Policies 

The Elders expressed gratitude to the City and the 
landowner group for reaching out to the Indigenous 
community as they felt engagement with the 
Indigenous peoples in the development of new 
communities in Calgary has been long overdue. 
Relationship building between the City and 
Indigenous communities is important. 

Section 4.2 Indigenous Elements 
1. The open space network is 

encouraged to incorporate the 
worldviews, oral histories, 
understandings, and traditional 
practices associated with the 
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What we heard (Ideas identified)  Ricardo Ranch Area Structure 
Plan – Proposed Indigenous 
Policies 

Acknowledge the traditional territory where Calgary is 
situated, and the connections that Treaty 7 First 
Nations and Métis have to it, including their existence 
and contributions. 

Bow River valley. Application of 
elements may include, but are 
not limited, to the following: 
a) creating interpretative 

signage and/or design 
elements that enable 
Indigenous worldviews from 
the Treaty 7 territory in 
relation to the Bow River 
valley to be understood and 
respected by a wider 
audience; 

b) integrating wayfinding that 
accounts for Treaty 7 First 
Nations and Métis 
languages;  

c) providing visual and physical 
connections to key natural 
landscape features through 
ecological corridors; 

d) recognizing and celebrating 
the sacredness of water 
through protection, 
restoration and/or 
enhancement. 

e) protecting or re-establishing 
native plant and tree species 
that reflect the biodiversity of 
the Treaty 7 territory, which 
also act as seasonal markers 
and attractors of fauna; 

f) designing place-based public 
art and monuments; and 

g) preserving and celebrating 
historic resources. 

 

Acknowledge the land, the relationship to the land 
and the significance of stewardship of the land. 
Understanding that the land and its resources are to 
be shared and that Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
peoples are all accountable to the land and must 
strive to maintain its balance. 
Water is considered as a living thing, a spiritual entity, 
and a sacred source of life.  As caretakers of the 
water we have a responsibility to ensure that 
it is respected, protected, and nurtured especially for 
future generations. 
Water is a life sustaining gift and traditional activities 
depended on water for transportation, trade, drinking 
water, cleaning, and purification. It also provides 
habitat for the birds and animals, and native plants 
gathered for medicines and foods. 
As a source of life, rivers were critical to all 
Indigenous communities; they established campsites 
and settlements near the water’s edge and developed 
a unique connectedness to both the land and the 
water through life sustaining practices. 
Traditional prayer and ceremonies demonstrates 
respect and gratitude for the gifts received from the 
physical and spiritual world. Believe we are related to 
everything around us: the land, the plants and the 
animals. When we hunt and harvest from the land, we 
must always give respect and gratitude through 
prayer and ceremony. Many ceremonies used sacred 
and symbolic objects, tobacco, rocks, plants, water, 
birds, and animals. 
Increase the awareness of Indigenous peoples’ 
cultures and languages in the city; facilitates 
exploration of cultural identities and creates a sense 
of belonging and welcoming. 
Hunting, gathering and harvesting practices 
reinforced the importance of the Indigenous traditions 
and the social relationship building culture of men, 
women and children. 
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What we heard (Ideas identified)  Ricardo Ranch Area Structure 
Plan – Proposed Indigenous 
Policies 

Annual visits are made to burial grounds and homage 
is made to departed relatives through sacred pipe and 
smudging ceremonies and communal feasting. 
Indigenous ceremonial gatherings are tied to a 
seasonal time frame rather than specific dates, which 
allowed for a deeper understanding of the ecosystem. 
Rivers were important for transportation during the 
western fur trade, and many Métis communities were 
established along the rivers, its vibrant, distinct 
culture, language and history contributing to bridging 
cultural gaps between the Indigenous and non-
Indigenous communities. 

 

 

Indigenous Engagement Events – Attendance:  

Opening Indigenous Engagement Event – 2019 March 27 
Charlotte Yellow Horn-McLeod (Piikani First Nation, Blackfoot Confederacy) 
Rod Hunter (Bearspaw First Nation, Stoney Nakoda) 
Alice Kaquitts (Wesley First Nation, Stoney Nakoda) 
Marina Crane (Tsuut’ina First Nation) 
Doreen Bergum (Métis Nation of Alberta, Region 3) 
Karla Bergum (Métis Nation of Alberta, Region 3) 
Doreen Spence (urban Indigenous community) 
Mike Lickers (urban Indigenous community) 
 
Blackfoot Confederacy – 2019 May 02 
Charlotte Yellow Horn-McLeod (Piikani First Nation, Blackfoot Confederacy) 
 
Stoney Nakoda – 2019 May 09 
Rod Hunter (Bearspaw First Nation, Stoney Nakoda) 
Alice Kaquitts (Wesley First Nation, Stoney Nakoda) 
Charles Rabbit (Wesley First Nation, Stoney Nakoda) 
 
Tsuut’ina First Nation – 2019 May 22 
Marina Crane (Tsuut’ina First Nation) 
Gilbert Crowchild (Tsuut’ina First Nation) 
 
Métis Nation of Alberta, Region 3 – 2019 May 29 
Doreen Bergum (Métis Nation of Alberta, Region 3) 
Karla Bergum (Métis Nation of Alberta, Region 3) 
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Closing Indigenous Engagement Event – 2019 June 25 
Charlotte Yellow Horn-McLeod (Piikani First Nation, Blackfoot Confederacy) 
Charles Rabbit (Wesley First Nation, Stoney Nakoda) 
Alice Kaquitts (Wesley First Nation, Stoney Nakoda) 
Rod Hunter (Bearspaw First Nation, Stoney Nakoda) 
Marina Crane (Tsuut’ina First Nation) 
Gilbert Crowchild (Tsuut’ina First Nation) 
Doreen Bergum (Métis Nation of Alberta, Region 3) 
Karla Bergum (Métis Nation of Alberta, Region 3) 
 

Note: Elders from the Chiniki, Siksika and Kainai First Nations were invited, however were 

unable to attend. 

 
Indigenous Engagement Facilitator 
Harold Horsefall 
Issue Strategist, Calgary Neighbourhoods 
The City of Calgary 
Email: Harold.Horsefall@calgary.ca 
Phone: (403) 510-0147 
 

The Calgary Aboriginal Urban Affairs 
Committee (CAUAC) – Liaison 
Lorelei Higgins 
Issue Strategist, Calgary Neighbourhoods 
The City of Calgary 
Email: Lorelei.Higgins@calgary.ca 
Phone: (403) 476-4180 
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June 7, 2019 

FOOTHILLS  COUNTY 
309 Macleod Trail, Box 5605 

High  River, Alberta   Tl V 1M7 
Tel:   403-652-2341   Fax: 403-652-7880 

www.mdfoothills .com 

Attn: Jeff Quigley, RPP, MCIP 
Approvals  Coordinator 
Calgary Approvals  Coordination,  Planning & Development 
The City of Calgary 
P.O. Box 2100, Station M 
Calgary, AB T2P  2M5 

 

RESPONSE  TO  EXTERNAL  CIRCULATION NOTICE 
 

RE:    Proposed Ricardo Ranch Area Structure Plan 

Thank you for providing Foothills County the opportunity to review and comment on the 
proposed Ricardo Ranch ASP. County staff have reviewed this proposal and have no 
concerns but would like to take this opportunity to provide a few brief comments as 
follows: 

We would like to thank City of Calgary staff for inviting us to participate in the development 
of this ASP, from the initial visioning workshop right through to the draft plan. The plan 
area is complex, with areas of steep slope, lands prone to flooding, areas that have been 
identified as having potential for historic resources, existing oil and gas infrastructure as 
well as an adjacent municipality. It has been very interesting to see the concept progress 
as initial mapping of plan area features eventually transformed into a comprehensive plan 
for  a livable community. 

Foothills is supportive of the proposal for the location of a new Bow River Access Site 
and Day Use Area in the plan area. The existing Policeman's Flats area on the south side 
of the river in Foothills County has been subject to repeated flood events and the county 
roads that provide access to it have a limited capacity to handle the increase in traffic that 
could occur as more people are living in close proximity to the area. 

We commend the City for recognizing the impact of light pollution in the ASP and including 
provisions for the incorporation of dark sky principles in the plan area. 

Finally, we appreciate the recognition that the plan area falls within the City of Calgary 
and Foothills County lntermunicipal Development Plan area and the incorporation of 
lntermunicipal coordination policies in the plan.
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Once again, we thank you for the opportunity to provide comment. We look forward to 
continuing to work collaboratively and cooperatively with the City of Calgary to ensure the 
best possible outcomes  for  all of  our citizens. 

Yours truly, 

M.D. OF FOOTHILLS N0.31 
 

 
 

Julie Mclean MEDes RPP MCIP 

Senior Planner 
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