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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
The Calgary Metropolitan Region Board (the “Board”) has been directed to implement 
the Calgary Metropolitan Region Interim Growth Plan (“the IGP”) subsequent to its 
adoption by the Government of Alberta. The Interim Regional Evaluation Framework 
(“the IREF”) provides the Board with the authority to evaluate and approve member 
municipal new statutory plans and amendments to existing statutory plans to ensure 
alignment with the Principles, Objectives, and Policies of the Calgary Metropolitan 
Region Interim Growth Plan. 
 

2 PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of the IREF is to provide member municipalities with criteria to determine 
when new municipal statutory plans and amendments to existing statutory plans shall 
be submitted to the Board for approval and procedures for submission. Further, the 
IREF establishes evaluation criteria and procedures for the Board to follow in the review 
and approval of local statutory plans and amendments of regional significance to ensure 
they are consistent with the long-term regional interests identified in the IGP.  

 

3 DEFINITIONS  
 
In addition to the definitions contained in the Regulation, words defined in the IGP shall 
be given the same meaning for the purposes of the IREF.  
 

4 SUBMISSION CRITERIA 
4.1 A Municipality shall refer to the Board: 

 
a) All new Municipal Development Plans (MDPs) and Intermunicipal Development 

Plans (IDPs); 

b) All new Area Redevelopment Plans (ARPs) and Area Structure Plans (ASPs) 
proposing employment areas and/or 50 or more new dwelling units;  

c) All amendments to MDPs, IDPs, ARPs and ASPs proposing employment areas 
and/or 50 or more new dwelling units; and 

d) Amendments and new statutory plans proposing less than 50 new dwelling 
units and located within 1.6 km of an adjacent municipality or a notification 
area, unless contained within an IDP. 
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4.2 Notwithstanding Section 4.1, municipalities do not need to 
submit proposed statutory plans and/or amendments to 
existing statutory plans in the following circumstances:  

 
4.2.1 Housekeeping amendments to correct or update clerical, technical, 

grammatical, and/or typographical errors and omissions that do not 
materially affect the statutory plan and/or amendment in principle or 
substance in accordance with the Municipal Government Act (“MGA”).  

 
4.2.2  Amendments to existing statutory plans that are not substantive in 

effect, such as: 

a. Small scale amendments to maps;   
b. Small scale text amendments;   
c. Small scale land use conversions; or 
d. Amendments that the member municipality in their 

discretion has determined to not be regionally significant. 
 

5 Submission Requirements 
5.1 The submission of a new statutory plan or amendment to 

an existing statutory plan referred by a municipality to the 
Board shall include: 

 
a) The proposed statutory plan or amendment bylaw; 

b) Sufficient documentation to explain the statutory plan or amendment; 

c) Sufficient information to ensure that the new statutory plan or existing 
statutory plan amendment can be evaluated pursuant to the evaluation 
criteria in Section 6.0 below, including applicable technical studies and 
other supporting documents; 

d) The corresponding GIS data set including, at minimum, the boundary 
of the new statutory plan, its land-use concept, and its transportation 
and servicing concepts, including land-use statistics and residential 
density; and 

e) A copy of the most recent amended statutory plan without the 
proposed amendment. 
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6 Evaluation Criteria 
6.1 When evaluating a new statutory plan or amendment to 

an existing statutory plan, the Board must consider 
whether approval and full implementation of the statutory 
plan or amendment to an existing statutory plan would 
result in development that is consistent with the 
Principles, Objectives, and Policies of the IGP using the 
following evaluation criteria. 

3.2  Region-wide Policies Statutory plan or statutory plan amendment response 

3.2.1 Principles, 
Objectives, and Policies 

Did the proposed statutory plan or existing statutory plan 
amendment address the Principles, Objectives, and 
Polices of the IGP? 

3.2.2  Demonstrate 
collaboration to coordinate 
with other member 
municipalities 

Did the applicant municipality collaborate to coordinate 
planning for land use, infrastructure, and service 
provision with other member municipalities: 

� where appropriate; 

� within 1.6 km of the boundaries of the new area 
structure plan or the existing area structure plan 
amendment area or an agreed upon notification 
area between the member municipalities; and  

� Is the coordination demonstrated through processes, 
and/or instruments that comply with all components 
of Policy 3.2.2 of the IGP, if applicable? 

3.2.3  Water, wetlands 
and stormwater 

Does the proposed statutory plan or existing statutory plan 
amendment: 

� Protect source water quality and quantity in 
accordance with federal and provincial legislation 
and regulation, promote water conservation, and 
incorporate effective stormwater management; 

� Adhere to the provincially identified wetland 
classification system, and incorporate measures to 
minimize and mitigate adverse impacts on wetlands; 

� Address Regional Corridors Policies 3.5.1.1, and 
3.5.2.1 of the IGP, if applicable; and 

� Provide mitigation measures and policies to address 
identified adverse impacts on existing or planned 
regional infrastructure, regionally significant 
corridors, and community services and facilities? 
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3.3 Flood Prone Areas  Statutory plan or statutory plan amendment response 

3.3.1 Development in 
floodways 

Does the proposed statutory plan or existing statutory plan 
amendment protect provincially identified floodways from 
development (excepting uses with no permanent buildings, 
such as natural areas, outdoor recreation, parks, roads, 
bridges, utilities, aggregate extraction, and flood mitigation 
measures) for the following development types: 

� Expansion of settlement areas; 

� New freestanding communities; 

� New country residential development areas; and 

� New employment areas?  

3.3.2 Flood protection in 
flood fringe areas 

Does the proposed statutory plan or existing statutory 
plan amendment apply to lands that will result in 
development in a provincially identified flood fringe area? 
If so, does the proposed statutory plan or existing 
statutory plan amendment:  

� Include flood protection measures to mitigate risk at 
the 1:100 year flood event level?  

3.4.1 Intensification and 
Infill Development 

Statutory plan or statutory plan amendment response 

3.4.1.1  Intensification 
and Infill in existing 
settlement areas in cities, 
towns, and villages 

Does the proposed statutory plan or existing statutory 
plan amendment apply to lands within a city, town or 
village? If so, does the proposed statutory plan or 
existing statutory plan amendment: 

� Achieve an efficient use of land; 

� Achieve higher density development in the 
downtown or central core areas, in transit station 
areas and transit corridors, where appropriate; 

� Accommodate residential and/or mixed-use 
development at a higher density than currently exists; 

� Provide for a mix of uses, such as employment, 
community services and facilities, where appropriate; 

� Provide for a range of housing forms and options, 
where appropriate;  

� Make efficient and cost-effective use of existing and  
planned infrastructure through agreements with 
service providers; and 

� Connect to existing, planned and/or future local 
and/or regional transit and active transportation 
networks, where appropriate?  
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3.4.1.2 Intensification 
and Infill of existing 
settlement areas in 
hamlets and other 
unincorporated urban 
communities within rural 
municipalities 

Does the proposed statutory plan or existing statutory plan 
amendment apply to lands within an existing settlement 
area in a hamlet or other unincorporated urban community 
within a rural municipality?  If so, does the statutory plan 
or existing statutory plan amendment: 

� Achieve an efficient use of land; 

� Achieve higher density development in central core 
areas; 

� Accommodate residential and/or mixed-use 
development at a higher density than currently exists; 

� Provide for a mix of uses including community 
services and facilities, where appropriate; and 

� Make efficient and cost-effective use of existing and 
planned infrastructure through agreements with 
service providers?  

3.4.2  Expansion of  
Settlement Areas 

Statutory plan or statutory plan amendment response 

3.4.2.1 Expansion of 
settlement areas in a 
contiguous pattern 

Does the proposed statutory plan or existing statutory plan 
amendment apply to lands adjacent to an existing built-up  
or previously planned settlement area? If so, does the 
statutory plan or existing statutory plan amendment: 

� Plan for and result in development in a contiguous 
pattern; 

� Achieve an efficient use of land; 

� Provide for a mix of uses;  

� Provide access to a community node(s), planned at 
a scale appropriate to the development; 

� Make efficient and cost-effective use of existing and   
planned infrastructure through agreements with 
service providers and connect to municipally-owned, 
or franchised water and wastewater services; and  

� Provide access to community services and facilities, or 
make efficient and cost-effective use of existing and 
planned community services and facilities through 
applicable municipal agreements with service 
providers at the appropriate time, where appropriate?  
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3.4.2.2 Expansion of 
settlement areas with 500 
or greater new dwelling 
units 

Does the proposed statutory plan or existing statutory plan 
amendment apply to lands adjacent to an existing built-up 
or previously planned settlement area, that will result in  
500 or greater new dwelling units? If so, does the statutory 
plan or existing statutory plan amendment: 

� Comply with all components of Policy 3.4.2.1 of the 
IGP (above);  

� Provide employment uses, and community services 
and facilities;  

� Provide access to community node(s) located in 
proximity to existing, planned and/or future transit;   

� Connect to existing, planned and/or future local 
and/or regional transit and active transportation 
networks; and 

� Provide for a range of housing forms and options? 

3.4.2.3 Rationale for 
expansion of settlement 
areas that do not meet all 
components of Policy 
3.4.2.1 and 3.4.2.2   

Did the applicant municipality provide rationale for 
expansion of a settlement area that does not comply with 
all components of Policy 3.4.2.1 and 3.4.2.2? If so, does 
the proposed statutory plan or existing statutory plan 
amendment: 

� Provide a rationale for Policy 3.4.2.1 b) of the IGP to 
address why it is not achievable or appropriate in 
the local scale and context; 

� Provide a rationale for Policy 3.4.2.1 c) of the IGP to 
address why it is not achievable or appropriate in 
the local scale and context; 

� Provide a rationale for Policy 3.4.2.2 a) of the IGP to 
address why it is not achievable or appropriate in 
the local scale and context; 

� Provide a rationale for Policy 3.4.2.2 b) of the IGP to 
address why it is not achievable or appropriate in 
the local scale and context; and 

� Provide a rationale for Policy 3.4.2.2 c) of the IGP to 
address why it is not achievable or appropriate in 
the local scale and context?   
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3.4.3 New Freestanding 
Settlement Areas 

Statutory plan or statutory plan amendment response 

3.4.3.1 New freestanding 
settlement areas 

Does the proposed statutory plan or existing statutory 
plan amendment apply to lands that are not contiguous 
to existing built or planned settlement areas? If so, does 
the proposed statutory plan or existing statutory plan 
amendment: 

� Achieve an efficient use of land; 

� Provide for a mix of uses;  

� Incorporate a community node, planned at a scale 
appropriate to the development; 

� Make efficient and cost-effective use of existing, and  
planned infrastructure through agreements with 
service providers, and connect to municipally-owned 
or franchised water and wastewater services; and  

� Provide access to existing or planned community 
services and facilities, or make efficient and cost-
effective use of existing and  planned community 
services and facilities through applicable municipal 
agreements with service providers at an 
appropriate time?  

3.4.3.2 New freestanding 
settlement areas with 500 
or greater new dwelling 
units 

Does the proposed statutory plan or existing statutory 
plan amendment apply to lands that are not contiguous 
to existing built-up or planned settlement areas, and will 
result in 500 or  greater new dwelling units? If so, does 
the proposed statutory plan or existing statutory plan 
amendment: 

� Comply with all components of Policy 3.4.3.1 of the 
IGP (above);  

� Provide employment uses, and community services 
and facilities;   

� Incorporate community node(s) located in proximity 
to existing, planned and/or future local and/ or 
regional transit;   

� Connect to existing, planned and/or future local 
and/or regional transit; 

� Provide for a range of housing forms and options; and 

� Protect environmentally significant areas?  
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3.4.3.3 Rationale for new 
freestanding settlement 
areas with 500 or greater 
new dwelling units that do 
not meet all components 
of Policy 3.4.3.2   

Did the applicant municipality provide rationale for a new 
freestanding settlement area that will result in 500 or 
greater new dwelling units that does not comply with all 
components of Policy 3.4.3.2? If so, does the proposed 
statutory plan or existing statutory plan amendment: 

� Provide rationale for Policy 3.4.3.2 a) of the IGP to 
address why it is not achievable or appropriate in 
the local scale and context; 

� Provide rationale for Policy 3.4.3.2 b) of the IGP to 
address why it is not achievable or appropriate in 
the local scale and context; and 

� Provide rationale for Policy 3.4.3.2 c) of the IGP to 
address why it is not achievable or appropriate in 
the local scale and context?   

3.4.4  Country Residential 
Development 

Statutory plan or statutory plan amendment response 

3.4.4 Country Residential 
Development 

Does a proposal for new country residential areas, cluster 
country residential development, or infill and 
intensification of an existing country residential area 
result in development of 50 new dwelling units or 
greater? If so, does the proposed development:  

� Comply with all applicable components of Region-
wide Policies 3.2.1, 3.2.2, and 3.2.3 of the IGP;  

� Comply with Flood Prone Areas Policy 3.3.1 and 
3.3.2 of the IGP, if applicable; and   

� Comply with Regional Corridors Policies 3.5.1.1, and 
3.5.2.1 of the IGP, if applicable? 

3.4.5  Employment Areas Statutory plan or statutory plan amendment response 

3.4.5.1 New employment 
areas 

Does the proposed statutory plan or existing statutory plan 
amendment apply to lands that will result in development 
of a new employment area? If so, does the proposed 
statutory plan or existing statutory plan amendment: 

� Make efficient and cost-effective use of existing and 
planned infrastructure and services?  

3.4.5.2 Connections to 
transit stations and 
corridors 

Does the proposed statutory plan or existing statutory 
plan amendment for development that will result in a 
new employment area:  

� Plan for connections to existing and/or planned 
transit where appropriate?  
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3.5  Regional Corridors Statutory plan or statutory plan amendment response 

3.5.1.1 Mobility corridors Is the proposed statutory plan or existing statutory plan 
amendment for lands within 1.6 kilometres of a regionally 
significant mobility corridor identified on Schedule 3 and/or 
4 of the IGP? If so, does the proposed statutory plan or 
existing statutory plan amendment:  

� Identify the mobility corridor on maps;  

� Demonstrate that the proposed land-use, built form 
and density optimizes the proximity and adjacency 
to regionally significant mobility corridors; and  

� Provide mitigation measures and policies to address 
identified/potential adverse impacts on regionally 
significant mobility corridors?  

3.5.2.1  Transmission 
Corridors 

Does the proposed statutory plan or statutory plan 
amendment area include transmission corridor right-of-
ways and/or related infrastructure identified on Schedule 5 
and/or 6 of the IGP within the statutory plan area 
boundary? If so, does the proposed statutory plan or 
existing statutory plan amendment: 

� Identify the transmission corridor rights-of-way or 
related infrastructure on maps;  

� Provide a rationale, servicing agreements, and 
supporting policies for crossing, accessing and/or 
connecting to regionally significant transmission 
corridor rights-of-way or related infrastructure; and 

� Provide mitigation measures and policies to address 
identified/potential adverse impacts on regionally 
significant transmission corridor rights-of-way or 
related infrastructure?  
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